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ICHA Futurity & Aged Event

After the final cutting 
horse walked to the herd 
on Sept. 2, the sound of 
eager cow dogs filled the 

pen. They’d waited all day for their 
shot in the finals. They had not 
journeyed to Idaho to watch – they 
were there to compete. It was time 
for the Rodear.

The word rodear comes from 
a Spanish term that means “to 
circle.” Ranchers who needed to 
work with their cattle far away 
from a corral would circle the herd 
in the middle of open fields, simu-
lating a pen. This type of ranch 
work became known as rodearing. 
Over time, cowboys realized that a 

well-trained cow dog could take the 
place of several ranch hands.

It was from this task that rodear, 
as a sport, was born. Just as 
cutting was founded by cowboys 
wagering on horses’ abilites, the 
talent of a good cow dog gave rise 
to competition. In a rodear class, 
the dog’s, rider’s and horse’s skills 
are tested as the team maneuvers 
cattle through obstacles.

In 2005, Ambrose McAuliffe 
hosted the first rodear competi-

tion in conjunction with a cutting 
held at his ranch in Fort Klamath, 
Ore. The class paid out a massive 
$15,000 check to the winner – 
Merle Newton.

Since his first rodear 
Championship, Newton and his 
wife, Sandi, have been dedicated 
to furthering the sport. They own 
Crystal Rose Cow Dog College in 
Red Bluff, Calif., and most recent-
ly, they’ve founded a national orga-
nization – Rodear America.

“Sandi came up with the name,” 
Newton said. “Rodear means to cir-
cle, so we’re rodearing America.”

Rodear is a point and time event, 
meaning that it is first judged on 
points earned, and then ties are 
split based on time.

“When a team accomplishes a 
task with a cow, they get a point 
for it. If the cow goes through the 
obstacle, they get points for that cow, 
no matter how they do it,” Newton 
explained. “One thing that we’re 
introducing to the sport right now 
is livestock handling. We want to be 
able to judge their stockmanship.”

This year, the Idaho Cutting 
Horse Association decided to pick 
up the tradition and host its first 
annual Rodear, sponsored by Jeff 
and Sheri Matthews of Matthews 
Cutting Horses.

Although McAuliffe no longer 
owns his ranch, he is an avid 
rodear competitor, so he traveled 
to Idaho for his chance at the 
Championship.

The Newtons came in, not only 
to compete, but also to give demon-
strations and explain how rodear 
works to cutters. They feel that the 
aged weekend horse or turnback 
horse is an ideal candidate for their 
sport. Since many cutters have 
cow smarts and cow dogs, they 
believe rodear is a natural fit for 
the exhibitors.

“It is a new market for cutting 
horses,” Newton said. “It’s a little 
bit different than cutting, but you 
need cow savvy. We’re being proac-
tive with the cattle, not reactive.

“We also say it’s the baby boom-
er sport,” he added with a laugh. 
“When you get too old to rodeo and 
do the other stuff, you can still do 
this.”

Sandi explained that the key 

to hosting a quality rodear com-
petition is ensuring that all of the 
obstacles require the dog’s and the 
rider’s participation to complete.

“It is definitely teamwork,” she 
said. “When you’ve got your horse 
underneath you, you and your 
horse can become one, so you’re 
actually a team. But the dog is far 
enough away that he can make 
decisions, so you need to have his 

full and complete cooperation. It’s 
a pretty fascinating thing when it 
all pulls together.”

Six teams returned to the Rodear 
finals at the ICHA Futurity and 
McAuliffe claimed top honors with 
his dog, Rebel. They accumulated 
55 points in 4 minutes and 7 sec-
onds. Open cutter Morgan Cromer, 
Templeton, Calif., who often par-
ticipates in rodear competitions 
with her own dog, purchased the 
winning trio in the Calcutta.

Sandi and her customer’s dog, 
Vinny, claimed the Reserve title 
with 50 points in 5 minutes and 
34 seconds. ★

Rodearing 
America

Cow dogs  
gathered 
in Idaho to 
work, not  
to watch.
By Kelsey Pecsek

Ambrose McAuliffe hosted the first Rodear in 2005. This year, he won 
the competition in Idaho with his dog, Rebel. —Photo by Dan Wold

Merle and Sandi Newton recent-
ly created Rodear America, the 
first national organization for 
rodear. —Photo by Kelsey Pecsek

The Dog
According to the Newtons, 

a quality-trained rodear 
border collie costs $5,000-
$10,000. Crystal Rose Cow 
Dog College charges $650 
per month to train, if owners 
prefer to purchase a puppy.

Sandi Newton says she 
sees an average progression 
for most cow dogs over the 
years. Just like horses, cow 
dogs have a prime. —KP

Age Maturity

1 Year Listen pretty well

2 Years  They tell you to sit 
in the truck, they 
know everything.

2.5 Years Well-trained

3 Years Great team partner

4-6 Years Really listen

7+ Years  They tell you they 
know everything 
again.
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